U16 COUNTY LEAGUE-SURREY 

RULES & REGULATIONS

It is the responsibility of all Team Managers, Coaches and Captains to ensure that all players are conversant with the following rules and regulations.

1.  PLAYING QUALIFICATIONS AND ELIGIBILITY 

1.1 By entering a team in the U16 County League, clubs/teams agree that:

· They will abide by these rules and regulations

· They are able and willing to fulfil the costs and commitments of participation in the County League

1.2 All players must be born between 1 September 1996 And 31 August 1998 (likely to be in school years 10 & 11). Or alternatively, have been selected as into one of the Surrey Satellite Academies for the 2012/2013 season (list of academy players is available via the Netball Development Officer).

2. STRUCTURE OF THE LEAGUE

2.1 Each team in the County League will play the others once.

2.2 Teams will be awarded league points as follows:

· 5 points for a win

· 3 points for a draw

· 2 points for within 5 goals (i.e. 40-36)

· 1 point for over 50% goals scored 

· 0 for a loss

2.3 A U16 County League table will be compiled on the basis of the points awarded to each team. Where teams are level on points:

· Where teams have equal points, positioning will be decided by goal average, which shall be calculated on the basis of goals for DIVIDED by goals against. If one of the teams concerned has been given a walkover, the score of the corresponding match, i.e. against the same opponents of the other team(s) involved shall not be included in the goal average calculations.

· If this does not differentiate between the teams then total goals scored will be used. 

2.4 The team which finishes top of the County League at the end of the season will be the winners of the competition. 

3.  FIXTURE ARRANGEMENTS 

3.1 All matches must be played on the day specified by the fixture schedule.

3.2 The start time of each match will be as listed on the fixture sheet. 

3.3 All teams will be responsible for arranging its own travel, and for the costs of this, and should allow sufficient travelling time to cover any unexpected delays. Any team which fails to present themselves within 10 minutes of the agreed start time will forfeit the match, and the non-offending team will be awarded the points as winners by default.

3.4 If a fixture is cancelled, 

· it is the responsibility of the offending team to ensure that the league organiser, the opposition and both umpires are informed immediately of the cancellation.

· The non-offending team will be awarded five (5) league points for the match, and the team which cancels will have five (5) league points deducted from their total.

3.5  In the event that a match which is abandoned for any reason, e.g. adverse weather conditions, the match will be replayed on the ‘spare date’ noted in the fixtures.

4.  MATCH REGULATIONS


4.1 All games shall be played to the IFNA Rules of the Game currently in force in England at the time, except where specific regulations may apply.

4.2 All matches shall be of 40 minutes duration (i.e., four quarters of 10 minutes each). 

5.  MATCH OFFICIALS

5.1 Each team will need to provide their own umpire, who shall actively hold a Netball Europe ‘C Award or above or be actively working towards their C Award (attended course and awaiting test).  

5.2 Clubs will be responsible for supplying their own umpire.  

6.  REGISTRATION OF RESULTS

6.1 The first named team are required to complete official result cards after each match, including entering the names of each player and their dates of birth. 

6.2 The official result cards must be checked and signed by both captains and umpires and sent to the the league administrator (Alison Spink) to be received within five (5) working days of the match. 

7.  QUERIES, COMPLAINTS & APPEALS

7.1 The SCNA will have the power to determine the penalty to be imposed on teams and players who are in breach of these rules and regulations regarding the playing of matches in the U16 County League. Such penalties will include reprimands, the deduction of league points, fines, suspensions, and expulsion from the competition, except as specified below:

· The use of an ineligible player or a player, will result in a deduction of 5 league points

7.2 Any queries or complaints regarding the playing of a match and/or its result must be submitted in writing to the league administrator within five (5) working days.  

7.3  ALL complaints and disputes regarding the playing of a match and/or its result will be determined in the first instance by a sub-committee convened by the  SCNA, which will use its best endeavours to resolve the issue as quickly as possible. 

· In the event that any team wishes to appeal against the decision of this sub-committee, it must notify the SCNA within Five (5) working days of receipt of the decision. In this event, the matter will be considered under England Netball’s Disciplinary Regulations 10 and 12, which allows for an Appeals Panel to be convened. The decision of the Appeals Panel will be final and binding on all parties. 

7.4 Any team which wishes to appeal more generally against the governance and management of the U16 County League, or against specific decisions made by it, must also observe the procedures laid out in England Netball’s Disciplinary Regulations 10 and 12.

7.5 Any team which fails to observe the procedures laid out in the preceding clauses may invalidate their right to raise a query, complaint or appeal. 

7.6 No team may claim victory by default in any match without first submitting itself to the procedures laid out in these rules and regulations.

8.  MISCELLANEOUS PROVISOS

8.1 All clubs will be held responsible for their players, officials and spectators.

8.2 It is the responsibility of each team to provide adequate first aid cover for its players and officials, which shall also be made available to the match officials on request.

8.3 Clothing:

· No form of gloves may be worn when playing netball. If gloves are required for medical reasons, the umpires may allow seamless leather gloves to be worn on production of an appropriate medical certificate, and provided that they are satisfied that any gloves worn do not present an obvious hazard to other players

· All jewellery must be removed when playing netball, and players wearing jewellery (including body piercing) will not be allowed on court. The following exceptions will apply:

· Wedding rings may be worn, but must be taped

· Medic alert bracelets may be worn, but must be secured in such a manner that they will not constitute a danger to an opponent, i.e., with clear tape, and in such a way that it cannot be removed/lifted off by any accidental contact

· If scarves or trousers need to be worn because of religious practices, the player and the coach must ensure that the material used for the head covering is soft, without embellishments which might constitute a danger, and with potential flowing/flapping edges held securely around the neck or tucked into the shirt collar as neatly and securely as possible.

9. SOCIAL MEDIA
9.1 The use of Social Media technology to bring the game into disrepute or make an inappropriate comment about a fellow player, coach, official, volunteer or the governing body will incur a penalty ranging from a warning, loss of points and a fine to suspension and expulsion from the competition, determined by the seriousness of the offence.  This applies to both individual members and clubs.
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